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Associationist psychology, the psychology which
Coleridge originally held and which he gave up under the
influence of Kant, holds, as we have said, that the world forms
itself for our minds by the association and compounding of
'sensory atoms', a process which implies no creative operation
of the mind. Now such a psychology is at an enormous dis-
advantage in explaining our awareness of space. For spatial
order and spatial wholes, however rudimentary, are not
as such given; nor can the given sensational elements
conceivably be represented, through a process of association,
as supplying such order and wholeness. Whether or not Kant's
view of the 'subjective' character of space is true, it is necessary
from the point of view of psychology, in its effort to explain
the growth of perception, to hold that the mind 'starts with
some germinal apprehension of the unity of the world, sufficient
to enable it, when occasion arises, to expect and seek for
connections not yet disclosed'.1 There seems to be no possible
explanation of our perception of spatial order which does not
imply a capacity, natural to our mental constitution, for appre-
hension of spatial qualities and relations, apprehension for
which the sensory elements are the stimuli and occasion.
We must assume such a capacity for construction and inter-
pretation; however reluctant we may be to fall back upon
elements in our natural constitution as an explanation, it seems
unquestionable that spatial apprehension, so far as it can be
explained at all, can be explained only in that way.2 In so far
as this is so, we must view the mind as 'interpreting' or
'constructing', into a three-dimensional order, elements which
as such could never afford such apprehension.
Similarly, our awareness of objects of which, as experience
1  Stout, Manual of Psychology, pp. 437-8.
2  See Stout, Manual of Psychology 9 pp. 436-41; and for an in-
formative discussion, McDougall, Outline of Psychology, pp. 236-46.
In geifferal, modern gestalt psychology has presented a mass of
evidence against associationism.